WHAT WOMEN REALLY WANT: ROMANCE!
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ASWITCHED-ON EXPERT

Brooklyn-based lighting designer Linnaea Tillett (tillettlighting.

com) has worked with decorators and architects like Glenn Gissler, _
David Easton and Maya Lin to achieve luminous effects in residential -,

environments. We asked her a few burning questions.

Will fluorescent bulbs soon be
mandatory? The European
Union passed legislation in 2009
banning 100-watt incandescent

bulbs; people are hoarding them.

In the U.S,, there are goals and
guidelines, which could lead to
implementation soon.

Are fluorescents getting
better looking—closer to
incandescents? No, and they
never will. They are an entirely
different light source, without

a filament, so there’s no glowing
hot spot. They're successful in
places where you need function-
al light: bathrooms and kitchens.
Do you use overhead lighting
much? In many cases it's not
an efficient or aesthetic way to
light a space. I have more and
more clients who don’t want

all that light pouring down on
them. People like to be able

to read anywhere, but it really
makes more sense to put the
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light where you need it. Put lamps
where you read.

What's your favorite reading
light? I always look for some-
thing that’s adjustable in height
and intensity. Everyone’s eyes

~are different, and even your own
habits and preferences will

change over time.

Do you use preprogrammed
systems? Many of my repeat
clients hate them. When a plain
switch works, nothing beats it.
But the Grafik Eye system by
Lutron, if properly configured,
can be really user-friendly.
How many lamps in one room
is too many? Less is more. Be
thoughtiul and put small sources
of light where vou need to ani-

mate architecture, where you
want to read and where you
might need light for entertain-
ing. Think about what it is that
you want to look at in the eve-
ning and where you need the
brightness. It's surprising how
little you can make do with,
What's your preferred lighting
scheme for a dining room?
Dining is intimate, so don’t
underestimate the romantic and
enchanting quality of candles and
just a little bit of [electric] light
to highlight the mood. If you
want to make clothing and faces
more visible, then add some
reflected light—sconces or a floor
lamp directed at the ceiling—
which infuses a room with drama.
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